
6 

CONTENTS 
 
PASTORALS 
† His Eminence PhD IRINEU 
Archbishop of Craiova and Metropolitan of Oltenia 
Pastoral Brief at Christ’s Birth..................................................................... 9 
 
† His Eminence VARSANUFIE 
Archbishop of Râmnic 
Pastoral Brief at Christ’s Birth................................................................... 14 
 
† His Eminence NICODIM 
Bishop of Severin and Strehaia 
Pastoral Brief at Christ’s Birth................................................................... 21 
 
† His Eminence SEBASTIAN 
Bishop of Slatina and Romanaţi 
Pastoral Brief at Christ’s Birth................................................................... 31 
 
STUDIES 
His Eminence Prof. PhD IRINEU POPA 
Archbishop of Craiova and Metropolitan of Oltenia 
The Eschatological Dimension of the Church as Revelation and  
Fulfillment of the Kingdom of God on Earth............................................... 33 
 
Fr. PhD Associate Professor NICOLAE RĂZVAN STAN 
Sobornicity as Unity of the Whole Church in the Communion of  
the same Faith and Spirituality in the Theological Thought of  
Father Dumitru Stăniloae............................................................................ 75 
 
Fr. PhD Senior Lecturer Dr. PICU OCOLEANU 
Ways of Romanian Theology. A Critical Inquiry of the Use of Oswald 
Spengler’s Concept of „Pseudomorphosis” in the Orthodox Theology...... 94 
 
Fr. PhD Senior Lecturer ADRIAN BOLDIŞOR 
Can be Hermeneutics a Current Method in the Study of  
Religion History?....................................................................................... 119 
 
Fr. Lecturer PhD ION-SORIN BORA 
The Importance of the Temple from Jerusalem for the Author and the 
Recipients of the Epistle to the Hebrews................................................... 139 



7 

Deac. Lecturer PhD LUCIAN ZENOVIU BOT 
The Experience of the Word in the Old Testament.................................... 160 
 
Fr. Prof. PhD EMILIAN DUMITRU PĂUNESCU 
The Orthodox Icon - Truth of the Incarnation of Jesus Christ.................. 172 
 
Arhid. Prof. PhD NICUŞOR LĂZĂRICĂ 
The Romanian Polyeleos in XIX Century and its Musical Tradition........ 185 

 
Fr. IULIAN CRAVCENCO 
The Accession of Women to Priesthood in the Context of Contemporary 
Ecumenical Dialogue................................................................................. 195 
 
MANEA EMIL MARIAN 
The Romanian Orthodox Church, the Unionist Acts and the  
Great Powers (1856-1857)........................................................................ 203 
 
Prof. MIHNEA-CONSTANTIN BĂLTEANU-POPESCU 
The Church „Saint Old George” from Craiova, a Boyar Foundation – 
in the Chronicles of Time........................................................................... 228 

 
IONUŢ CIUCĂ 
The Role of Church in The Reorganization of Higher Education  
in Wallachia. Bucharest Princely Academy at the Beginning  
of XVIII Century........................................................................................ 242 

 
TRANSLATIONS 
Spiritual steps toward the „Dark Light”. From the Epistolary Work of the 
Syrian Monk John Sabba of Dalyatha (Letters XLI, XLVIII şi XLIX)  
(Translation by de Fr. Lecturer PhD IONIŢĂ APOSTOLACHE)............ 255  
 
HOMILIES, CATECHESES, COMMENTS, MEDITATIONS 
Deac. Lecturer PhD LUCIAN BOT 
Sermon for the Twenty-Three Sunday after Pentecost. The Healing of the 
Demonized Person in the Gherghesen Region (Luke 8, 26-39)................. 267 
 
BOOKS, MAGAZINES, AND REVIEWS EDITORIAL LAUNCH 
Fr. Prof. PhD CRISTINEL IOJA 
† Ph.D. Irineu Popa, Metropolitan of Oltenia, The Church in Actuality or 
the Actuality of the Church, Publishing House Romanian Academy, 
Bucharest, 2018, 552 p.............................................................................. 272 
 



8 

Fr. PhD Associate Professor NICOLAE RĂZVAN STAN 
Peter Bouteneff, Michel Stavrou, Ioan Tulcan (editors), Primacy and 
Primacies in the Church, „Aurel Vlaicu” University Publishing House, 
Arad, 2018, 193p....................................................................................... 278 
 

Fr. PhD Associate Professor NICOLAE RĂZVAN STAN 
Rev. Andrew Louth, Modern Orthodox Thinkers: From the Philokalia to the 
Present, translation from English by Justin A. Mihoc,Cristian Untea and 
Lucian Filip, Publishing House Doxologia, Iaşi, 2017, 717p................... 283 


