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Abstract 
New aspects about the life of Saint Nifon (Nephon) the Hierarch emerge 
from the sheets of history, such as the miracle related by one of his 
contemporaries, Saint James the New, the New Martyr, so that the soul of 
every Orthodox Christian, but also of every kind-hearted man, regardless of 
his religious or confessional conviction, may rejoice at the work of the 
uncreated divine grace of the Holy Trinity, as It has revealed Itself, by the 
divine Revelation, whose organs are the Holy Scripture and the Holy 
Tradition, kept and lived in the one Church, which is the Orthodox Church. 
Following the increase of the Ottoman domination, the territories of the 
Orthodox Christian peoples south of the Danube became pashaliks, in which 
’Umar’s Prescriptions were going to be applied. The Romanian Countries, 
namely Wallachia or Hungrowallachia, known during that period also under 
the generic name of Vlahia or Valahia, Moldavia or Moldowallachia, 
Transylvania or Ardeal, manage to maintain their being, by a series of 
factors, at the border with the Ottoman Empire, having a status of “tributary 
states” or “protected Christian provinces”, being granted, in exchange for 
certain economic-military obligations, continuity of existence for the State 
and its institutions, and freedom of expression for the Christian faith. The 
situation of the Christian peoples of the Balkans was, however, totally 
different, having to face many difficulties and much suffering, especially the 
first two generations of Christians or Romaioi after the fall of 
Constantinople. Yet, the Christian faith continued to be confessed, the 
Orthodox Christians being given the possibility by the Ottoman authorities 
to be grouped around the Patriarchate of Constantinople and organized in 
Millet-i Rum. The miracle of the healing of a demon-possessed woman, wife 
of an Ottoman dignitary of Constantinople, miracle performed by Saint 
Nifon the Hierarch, not mentioned in his Life, represented for Saint James 
the New the impulse to follow the patristic way of discipleship to the Saints, 
receiving, in this way, the exhortation to cultivate, as a monk, the holy-
spiritual life specific of the Orthodox Church teachings. The fact that Saint 
Nifon the Hierarch performed this miracle shows, on the one hand, the 
holiness that this Holy Father had reached even before the passage into the 



life from beyond the grave, by the cultivation of the Holy Fathers’ manner 
of living and thinking, namely of the patristic spirit, perpetuated in the 
Church by all those who desire their salvation, regardless of the epoch and 
conditions in which they live their daily life. On the other hand, the 
respective miracle indicates the Church Saints’ openness to any man finding 
himself in suffering, regardless of his confessional or religious conviction. 
This fact indicates the ecumenicity of the Orthodoxy, implicitly also of the 
one Church, because the two are one as being, which justifies the name of 
Orthodox Church, but also the manifestation of the love for our fellow 
according to the dimension of this ecumenicity, inspired by the grace-filled 
work manifested in and through the Church, namely in and by her holy 
divine services and mysteries, based on the authentic living of the 
Orthodoxy. Actually, the respective miracle also indicates other aspects, 
such as: the sacredness of the church area as a place of worship; the quality 
of God’s servants, namely of the Church clergy, as mediators between the 
Holy Trinity and the man in suffering; the evident manifestation of the 
grace-filled work of the Holy Trinity; the manifestation of the love in the 
Orthodox Church to a dimension going beyond any discrimination. Despite 
the unfavourable conditions of Ottoman dominion, one can note a 
flourishing of the monastic life in the Greek world, yielding a plethora of 
Saints, who strengthened the Orthodox Christians in the authentic living of 
the Orthodoxy. Saint Nifon the Hierarch, known in the ecumenical 
patriarchs’ series as Nifon or Nephon II, marked his epoch not just by his 
dignity of metropolitan of Thessalonica, patriarch of Constantinople and 
metropolitan of Wallachia, but especially by the measure of holiness 
attained even since the years of his earthly life. He had disciples, but also 
connections with the reigning princes of Wallachia and hierarchs from 
different places of the Christian Orthodox world, and around Saint Nifon the 
Hierarch we find a whole plethora of Saints, with direct or indirect 
connections between them, whose names can be found in the present study. 
 
 


